IN ADDITION TO THE RANGE SAFETY REGULATIONS, MRPC MEMBERS MUST BE AWARE OF THE FOLLOWING RULES AND INFORMATION

Note that CRO stands for Chief Range Officer and RCO for Range Conducting Officer.  At MRPC shoots an experienced member will act as RCO.

Orders for the commencement and cessation of firing

One blast will be sounded on the sirens in NSC Office, unless otherwise ordered, as a signal that firing on all ranges may commence

The sounding of 2 blasts at an interval of about 15 seconds is an order to cease fire at any moment during the day and must be obeyed at once and all firearms unloaded

The general signal to cease fire is one blast of the sirens given daily as soon as all firing has been completed.

Emergency stop procedure:

If the CRO, RCO or any other person on the range considers that there is a potential or actual breach of safety which urgently requires all shooters to stop firing he will immediately give the order “Stop stop stop”.  All shooters must immediately stop firing, take their finger off the trigger, keep their firearms pointing at the target and await further instructions.  Nobody may unload or move off the firing point.

Loading procedure:

The bolt must not be closed (or opened after being closed) on a live round if the barrel is elevated at more than 70 mils (approx. 4 degrees) above the horizontal.  In practice this means that when closing or opening the bolt with a live round in the chamber, the barrel should be horizontal.  It is recommended that the butt should not be held in the shoulder when the bolt is being closed or opened on a live round.

A loaded firearm must at all times point no further left or right than the limits of the assigned butt

Misfires:

If a misfire occurs the firer should inform the RCO and then wait at least 30 seconds before carefully tilting the rifle to one side and opening the bolt, ensuring that his hand is not behind the bolt and that nobody is standing behind the rifle.  He should ensure that the cartridge comes out complete with the bullet.  The cartridge should be set aside for safe disposal and no attempt should be made to fire it again.

Malfunctions:

If a malfunction occurs which results in a live round or empty case being stuck in the breech, in no circumstances may the firearm be removed from the firing point.  It must be left on the firing point pointing downrange until an expert can examine it.  

