Civilian Use of Bisley Ranges

These rules apply to all MOD ranges but this note relates specifically to Bisley.

From 1st January 2009, no civilian will be able to shoot a firearm (other than a single shot .22) at Bisley unless either:

1.
He/she is carrying a Certificate provided by the NRA or the Chairman of a NRA affiliated Club stating that he/she is safe and competent to use that firearm;    or
2.
He/she is a novice under 1:1 supervision by an instructor.

The Chairman of MRPC will be issuing certification cards to members who qualify.

Members who want a certificate will have to satisfy the Chairman that:

1.
Their actual gun handling on the range is safe and that a basic standard of competence has been achieved (It will suffice to show that you can keep your shots on the target).

AND

2. That they know and understand the safety regulations for the range being used.

Certification is separately assessed for each of the following types of firearm:

· Fullbore scoped rifle

· Fullbore iron sighted rifle

· Muzzle loaded rifle

· Muzzle loaded pistol

· Gallery rifle

Gun Handling and Competence
To qualify, a shooter must show that he/she:

1.
Knows when and how to prove that a firearm is clear.

2.
Is familiar with loading, firing and unloading procedures.

3.
Knows the misfire procedure.

4.
Knows the emergency stop procedure.

5.
Knows how to ensure that sights are correctly set before starting to shoot.

6.
Generally handles the gun safely and with sufficient accuracy to hold the shots on the target.

MRPC members who are known to members of the Committee as being safe and competent with particular types of firearm will not have to pass a test to qualify under the above heading.  New members or novices with a particular type of firearm must demonstrate their competence under 1:1 supervision by a MRPC instructor.

Knowledge of range safety regulations
It cannot be assumed that any MRPC members actually know these.  

Attached to this note is a copy of the current Bisley Range Safety Regulations.  Members should note the first three and a half pages.  They must study and be familiar with paragraphs 9 to 31 (marked with a thick black line on the left).  Members must also study and be familiar with the additional information provided.

To qualify for a Certificate, all members must complete the attached test paper.which covers paragraphs 9 to 31 and the additional information.. 

To obtain their Certificates:

All members should complete the test paper and then ask a Committee member to complete the section at the end of the paper relating to the member’s competence with particular firearms.  Note that more than one incorrect answer to the test paper will result in the application being rejected and the applicant will have to do some further study and take the test again.

New members or novice members will only be able to obtain endorsement from a Committee member after attending a club shoot as a trainee and demonstrating their safety and competence.

Completed forms should be sent to Chairman MRPC, Orchard House, High Road, Cookham  Rise, Berkshire, SL6 9JT or scanned and sent by email to woodbysshe_beaconsfield@compuserve.com.

